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I. Tur greateſt wiſdom is ſuppoſed by the inhabitants of 
this iſland to conſiſt in the implicit admiſſion of the moſt glar- 
ing contradictions. D 

II. Opinions, eſpecially reſpetting myſterious matters are 
ſuppoſed to differ as much as countenances, and yet uniformity 
of opinion is required by the High Prieſts of Bull-Land. 

HI. A knowledge of the dutics of man has in other coun- 


tries been ſuppoſed to be neceſſary to the forming of a good 


Citizen, but the adminiſtrators of public affairs in Bull Land 


ſtudy to keep the poor in perfect ignorance, not ſo much as 
promoting any national eſtabliſhment by which they may be 
even taught to read. 

IV. Without a great degree of ſimplicity, and a perfect 
harmony in the principles of government, the ſages of Bull 
Land ſay, a good government cannot exiſt. The govern- 
ment of Bull Land is, therefore, moſt mixed and eomplicated, 
and its very exiſtence ſuppoſed to depend on a conſtant ſtate 
of warfare between its reſpective parts. 


V. The office of King is eſteemed by the Bull-Landers fo 


important and facred, that it is a maxim with them that the 


King can never die— and yet all that is required of him, 
on the ſcore of intellect, is, that he be not abſolutely an idiot 
or a madman, | 

VI. Should the coffers of the King contain millions accu- 


mulated on millions, whilſt a great part of the people are 
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ſtarving, yet would the people labour and toil to add hun- 
dreds of thouſands of pounds yearly to his enormous boards. 

VII. Although the King is eſteemed the proteftor, ſun- 
porter and father of his people, he devours daily as muck as 
would feed fifty thouſand of his famiſhing children, 

VIII. The office of King deſcends to the children of the 
monarch, and prudence dittates to them ito» cure te love 
and reſpett of the people, they, therefore, ac e times 
extravagant to a proverb, and indulge themſelves in almoſt 
every ſpecies of luxury and debauchery. 

IX. Jn other countries the moſt virtucus and good are 
eſtecmed the moſt high and iVuſtricus, but in Bull. Land theſe 


titles are often beſtowed on the moſt vicious and extravagant. 


X. As the connection between a prince and his country 
cannot be too intimate, and as a good underſtanding between 
the parties is eſteemed neceſſary to ſecure a bleſſing to the 
married ſtate the princes of the blood, in the 1ſ}:nd of Con- 
tradiCtions, ore always married to a foreigner, and frequently 
to one they have never ſeen. 

XI. The firſt claſs of Citizens are diſtinguiſhed by innu— 
werable hereditary En and among the reſt, one by 
which they are cnabled to gratify their moſt noble and pions 
diſpoſitions, that of—running in debt with all the world, and 


paying nobody. 


XII. The High Priefts of Bull-Land manifeſt their piety 


by ſeldom appearing in the Temple, and their humility, by 


their princely incomes, lofty titles, and ſplendid palace 


whi:ft thoſe who actually perform the facred functions of the 
Temple ſtarve with their families on a beggatlv pittance ; 


but for this apparent neglect they are ſyppoſed to be amply 


compenſated by being Permitted to wear a white pouder 
on their heads. | 

XIII. Contradictions pervade the performance of the moſt 
ſerious duties as well as the moſt frivolous amuſcrents of the 
Bull-Landers. It is incumbent on che common people to 
perform a duty eſſential to the happineſs of thenitelves and 


their children; to render it efficacious it ſhoutd be performed 


at leaſt once a year, they therefore think of it oy once in 
ſeven years; and then, inftecd of accompliſhing it with ſerioul= 
neſs and attention, they immerſe themſelves in drunkenneſs 
and riot, and divert themſelves with a moſt pitiful farce, in 
which a ſet of richly drefſed, plump beilied ſpeaking puppets 
are exhibied, as the exact pictures or repreſentatives of the 
half-ſtarved wretched people of Bull-Laud. 

| XIV. 
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XIV. The Bull. Landers are well fatisfed that without the 
exiſtence of harmony between the people and their ſpiritual 
paſtors the people will never derive much benefit from their 
exertions. To increale, therefore, their affettion and reſpett 
for the cloth they have a ſtrange practice every tenth 
blade of graſs or car of corn is laid aſide, with an exccration, 
for the clergy: 4 5 | 

XV. It 1s laid down, as an indiſputable axiom, that the 
lay ſhould be adminiſtered without the leaſt delay-—but no- 
thing is more common than for a lawſuit to lalt through two 
or three lives. | 

XVI. That the laws ſhould be adminiſtered with the leaſt 
poſlible expence all the ſages do alfo agree, and yet it oftetu 
happens that a man recovers a jult debt by law and ſets down 
a conſiderable loſer, the expences of law having exceeded the 
ſum he has recovered. 

XVII. To acquire a knowledge of the laws of Bull-Land 
demands almoſt the whole ſtudy of a man's life, which indeed 
is not to be wondered at when we conſider they are contained 


in upwatds of forty folio volumes, and yet—ignorance of any 


one of theſe laws is not admitted as any excuſe for its breach 


in the moſt unlettered clown. 

XVIII. The certainty with which juſtice may be obtained 
is allo allowed to be neceſſary to a proper adminifiration of 
the laws, and ſuch the Bull-Landers delight themſelves with 
the refleétion of being the caſe in Bull-Land—Never= 
theleſe, the turn of a ſtraw, or the miſ-{troke of a pen, is known 
frequently to pervert the courſe of public juſtice in caſes of 
the moit important nature, 

XIX. Tell an inhabitant of Bull-Land he is not as free 
as the air he breathes and tis probable he fells you to the 
ground by way of conviction ; and yet, by the law of the land, 
he may, without even the imputation of any crime, but that 
of poverty, be ordered to. confine himſelf to one particular 
ſpot where even the necel{aries of life are out of his reach, 
a priſon being 1mmediately opened for his reception on his 
removal to a {pot where bread is to be had. 

XX, It any poor famiſhing Bull- Lander knock down a 
hare as it croſles the common path, and ſatisfies his hunger 
with it, he is liable to a heavy fine or impriſonment—bur it 
a rich man break down the hedges of a poor man to do the 
ſame thing, merely. for amuſement, or miſchief, no punith- 
ment awaits ume = 
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XXI. If the labouring part of the people find their wages 
will not buy them bread, and conſult together how to obtain 
more,—-to fiil out their bellies they are ſent to priſon; but, 


to prevent their over- feeding, all thoſe who contribute to 


their maintenance are decreed to ſhare the ſame fate. 

XXII. If a man attempts to murder his wife. by cutting 
her throat and finding the wound not ſufficiently large at- 
tempts to tear it open with his hands, he is impriſoned fora 
e !f he prints ſentiments which the Miniſter hisgſelt 

ad avowed the year before he is impriſoned for twice the 
time, 

XXIII. If anv induſtrious individual is indebted ten pounds 
he may be impriſoned for ie; but it one, whoſe elevation of 
rank require him to be a pattern of virtue and piety, runs in 
deb: 70,000 times as much, for the moſt vicious purpoſes, 
the nation is proud to pas” the debt for him, and then, by way 
of ev ard, doubles his ire. 

XXIV. If a poor man takes a paltry bribe he is puniſhed 
ſeverely, but if a great man takes a bribe of a very conſider- 
able ſum, one of th high-prieſts ſtands up in his place, takes 


from his pocket a bible, and proves, from holy writ, the 


pleaſantneſs and propriety of the action. 

XXV. Theſe wonderful people ſuppoſe themſelves the 
favoured children of Liberty, whilſt the Miniſter pofleſſes 
the power of impriſoning at will, and without even aſſign- 
ing a reaſon, any one of them whom he may diſlike. 

XXVI. Do unto others as you would they ſhould do unto 
you is one of the firſt principles of the Bull-Landers, yet 
they yearly drag into ſlavery, and horrid ſufferings, thouſands 
of their fellow-creatures, becauſe they are not of the ſame 
complexion with themſelves. 

XXVII. Liberty is, they ſay, the firſt of all ſublunary 
bleſſings ; life, they ſ.y, without it is a curſe, and the world 
a priſon, and the moment they learn any neighbouring nation 
is departing from Slavery to Freedom, they fly to arms to 
preyent it. | 


XXVIII. The Bull-Landers profeſs themſelves the friends 


of Good Order, Religion, and Humanity, and accuſe their 


neighbours, the Franks, of Anarchy, Atheiſm, and Cruelty. 


Now the Bull- Landers, after two years conſultation, deter- 


mine that to traffic in human fle{h is juſtifiable, and the Franks, 
by deſtroying all the ſhips, employed for this infernal bu- 
ſineſs, put an end to it at once. 
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XXIX. In the Iſland of Contradictions, Induſtry is univer- 


ſally extolled, and yet he that works n. always eats the 
leaſt. The bbouter ſtarves whilſt the idleſt man in the fo- 
ciety rolls in Ne abundance; ſome receiving large ſums 
for holding places in which they have nc thing to do, and 
others receive ſſill larzer ſums for holding no place at all. 
XXX. The Iſland of Contrac lictions, from its ſituntion, 

and from the nature of its productions, is particularly well 
calculated to re ap the advantages refuiting trom Commerce. 
Jo extend their Commerce being their conſtant aim, and 
Peace furniſhing them with the ſureſt means of doing this— 
the are always engaged in ſome horrid and cruel war- 

XXXI. Every conſiderate perſon knows that to render 
the inhabitants of Bull-Land a proſperous people it is neccl- 
ſary to be faving of the public money—Eighty thoul nds 
a year are the refore laviih'd on the family of the Favorite, 
hundreds of thouſands in uſcleſs RAE and penſions, and mil- 
lions on wicked, cruel, and unnecellary wars. 


XX X11. The Patriots of Bul'-Land make a point of cry- 
ing out loudly againſt every thing which is done by thoſe 
who are in place, as heing tkely to ruin the Country, ancs 
when they get into place themſelves, they adopt exactly the 
fame meaſures. 

XXXIII. He who manifeſts a love for the people of Bull- 
Land is ſure to be ſtiled an enemy to his country, whilſt he 
who loads them with inſult Ig y reckon upon a penſi. m. 

XXXIV. The Bull Landers pay great ſums of mo ney ta 
foreign princes with winch thoſe princes carry on war againſt 
the Bull-Landers in return. 

XXXV. Nothing is more common in E. 2 ane 4 Hm to 
employ a Secretary at War, who is an adept at chopping logic, 
but knows not within 100 CO men of now m. my the army 
conſiſts. A firſt Lord of the Admiralty who drinks and gates 


all night and ſleeps all day, and an Ambatl! r to a forei) an 


people, who 15 entirely unacquainted with their language. 
XXXVI. If any very important military expedition is ta 
be attempted, in ſtead of conſu! ting their Genera Is, the who! 
expedition is planned by their firſt Law-Lord; inſtead of 
giving the execution to a Veteran, it is emruſted to a raw 
Youth z_ the mulquets are ſent without fitats, and cannon 
balls are provided too large for the mouths of tue cannon, 
and the ſhips, by which ſucceſs is to be inſured, aro kept at 
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XXXVII. The inhabitants of Bull-Land value themſelves 
much on the quantity of reaſon with which they are endowed, 
yet it is a common circumſtance for ſeveral thouſands to pals 
over to other lands, and engage in the moſt bloody wars, 
whilſt, of the few who return, not one will be able to tell 
you the cauſe of the conteſt. 5 

XXXVIII. When their goods are taken by their enemies 
they rejoice becauſe they have more to make The more of 
their merchant ſhips fall into the hands of the enemy the 
more proſperous they efteem themſelves; when at the 
point of ſtarving, they conceive they pofleſs the greateſt 
plenty; when the nation is moſt in debt, they declare it to be 
the moſt flour:ſhing ; and when they have the moſt abundant 
harveſts, it is a fixed rule that bread and all the ncceſſaries of 
life be ſold at the higheſt price. 

XXXIX. When the enemics of the Bull-Landers prove 
vittorious, the Bull-Landers themſelves exult, and teſtify 
their joy by the roaring of guns from the citade], waſting 
many hundred weights of powder, whilſt they have not enough 
to oppoſe their enemies. And when the vanquiſhed armies 
of the Bull-Landers return they are received with ſongs of 
triumph, chanting, “ See the Conquering Heroes come.” 

XL. When the Bull-Landers poſſeſs themſelves of any of 
the enemies ſhips, for the expreſs purpoſe of preſerving thein 
tor thoſe they call their right owners, they burn them to 
aſhes, and yet, in a few days, we ſind thoſe lame ſhips at ſea 
in fine condition, and in poſſeſſion of thoſe, to prevent whoſe 
obtaining them they were burnt to aſhes. | 

XLI. Of the importance of the arts they are ſo well con— 

vinced that they have public ioſtitutions for their encdurage- 
ment, but ſhould any one obtain, of his owa induſtry and in- 
genuity, the power of executing any particular art, he is 
liable to a very ſevere puniſhment, if he employ it to obtain 
a livelihood ; and, on the contrary, ſhould any one chuſe it, 
he may, by purchaſe, be acknowledged and received, in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, as an adept in that art and myſtery of 
which he is perfectly ignorant, 
XIII. The Bull-Landers are ſuch great Friends to ſcience 
that a ſociety is eſtabliſhed, under Royal Patronage, into which 
is admitted the learned of all nations. But ſhould the wiſeſt 
man in the world offer himſelf he would be rejeticd if he did 
not admit that Three was One, and One was Three. 

XLIII. The Bull-Landers aie moſt famuous for their 
ſecret ExgeDITioNs, their mode of ſecuring the neceſlary 
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ſecrecy and expedition is by informing all the world of their 
inenuons, and dzlaying their exertions until the period is paſt 


for accompliſhing the propoſed end. 


XIV. Not much 1: 6 curious is their mode of diſtreſſing 
the enemies with whom they are at war, tor when they con- 
ceive their reſources to be exhauſled, they contrive one expe- 


dition atter another, by which they furniſh them with all 


kinds of cloathing, weapons, ammunition and proviſions, 
and this at a time when the Bull-Landers themtelves are 
almoſt without the neceſlaries of life. 

XLV. So fond of theſe abſurd contradiſtions are the 
zeople of this Iffand that he is ture at leaſt to be accuſed 
of High Treaton who prefumes even to recommend the put- 
ting an end to them by any ſpecies of Reform, 
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